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“Design has become so ubiquitous as to have almost become invisible, subsumed into everyday
life to the point we forget it is also inevitably a political activity with far-reaching social
implications.”
- Joseph Grima, Adhocracy
In an era when everything appears to be designed, how do we determine the definition and confines of
design? Who is a designer? How is design different from art? And how is design different from
invention? “Design Futures” provides a broad introduction to design culture with the argument that
contemporary innovations have made the traditional boundaries of disciplines less relevant and that
interaction and overlap between modes of practice constitute the new model for design processes. We
will focus on events of the last year including the COVID-19 crisis, the Movement for Black Lives, and
climate change. We will consider at these topics through the lens of design.
Design is a process as well as the result of processes -- open-ended and changing. Design is a tool for
social and political action. Design is an exploration, formal and conceptual, where different types of
practices share similar preoccupations. Design is a network that encourages interaction between many
systems including technology, ecology, economics, commerce, fiction, politics, technology, science,
activism, time, and beauty. The course is meant to foster an understanding and appreciation for various
design disciplines. It will be organized by scale, moving from the hand to the body, from the room to the
building and then from communities and cities to the world. The format of the course will rely heavily on
guest lecturers with an emphasis on utilizing the resources of New York City.

